
REPORT

CONFERENCE “NEW PATHOGENS OF PLANTS”,
SKIERNIEWICE 15–16 APRIL, 2008

The Conference took place in the Research Institute of Pomology and Floricul-
ture in Skierniewice. It was devoted to newly appearing pathogens of plants in Po-
land and organized by Professor Leszek B. Orlikowski and his co-workers from the
Department of Ornamental Plant Protection of the Institute. It was the organizers
concern that starting from the last decade of the XX century a lot of pathogenic
fungal species are being found in Poland which were earlier not noted in the coun-
try. Taxa worth mentioning in the group are various species of the genus Phyto-
phthora, new pathotypes of the well known Rhizoctonia solani and Cylindrocladium
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scoparium. Most of the “new pathogens” have come together with plant material
brought from abroad, as P. ramorum did in 2002, gaining the position of a severe
and challenging pathogen, recently put on alert list.

Thus, the aim of the Conference organizers was invite Polish plant pathologists
and colleagues from abroad working on “new pathogens” to exchange informa-
tion, ideas and form a workshop group for future tasks. After oral and poster ses-
sions and discussion the Conference participants (ca 40 scientists, see photos)
decided to apply to the board of The Polish Phytopathological Society for a new
section devoted to the problems discussed at the Conference.

The Conference materials (36 papers) will be published in Polish in Zeszyty
Problemowe Postępów Nauk Rolniczych (a periodical of Polish Academy of Sciences) at
the end of 2008.
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Phot. 2. Participants of the Conference “New pathogens of plants” (photo by J. Klemba)


