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The 12th International Conference on Root and Butt Rots of Forest Trees
(IUFRO Working Party 7.02.01) took place in Berkeley, California, and Medford,
Oregon, on August 12–19, 2007. It was organized by Prof. Matteo Garbelotto (Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley), Dr. Gregory Filip (USDA Forest Service, Portland,
Oregon), and Paolo Gonthier (University of Turin, Italy).

The Conference was attended by about 70 participants, from USA (24), Sweden
(7), Italy (6), Canada (5), Japan (5), Poland (5, Phot. 1), UK (4), Norway (2),
France (2), Finland (2), Germany (1), Switzerland (2), Spain (2), Australia (1) and
Serbia (1).

The majority of lectures presented (ca 80) considered Heterobasidion and
Armillaria root rot and they were focused on:

Phot. 1. Polish group in the Berkeley University – from the left: Dr. Wojciech Szewczyk,
Dr. Paweł Lech, Prof. Hanna Kwaśna, Prof. Małgorzata Mańka and Dr. Anna Żółciak

(photo by L. Paul)
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Phot. 2. An Armillaria gap in the Yosemite National Park (background – the “Duke” rock)
(photo by M. Mańka)



1. Systematics, taxonomy and phylogeography
2. Genomics and plant-pathogen interaction
3. Genetics and population genetics
4. Aetiology and epidemiology
5. Ecology
6. New reports, diagnostics and research application of diagnostic methods
7. Disease management and control
The Conference included both lecture sessions and field trips, altogether 1600

km through California and Oregon most picturesque mountain and desert regions.
In the Yosemite Valley and Yosemite National Park the spread of root diseases re-
sulting from intensive forest management was presented and discussed (Phots. 2
and 3). At Mammoth Mountain volcano in the Sierra Nevada a phenomenon of car-
bon dioxide (CO2) impact on forest was showed to the participants. Stands on con-
siderable area are dead (Phot. 4) due to their roots being killed by exceptionally
high concentrations of CO2. The gas is seeping from the ground, most probably de-
rived from magma beneath the volcano. Another impressive object was a huge,
spreading gap caused by Heterobasidion annosum (Phot. 5). Any effort to stop its
spread, including blowing the infested stumps up with explosives, has failed and
the gap is increasing. The first symptom of the pathogen attack clearly visible on
border pine trees is so called by forest pathologists lion’s tail, as only one set of
needles (the youngest) is left at the branch end (Phot. 6).
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Phot. 3. A stump with dried Armillaria fruit bodies in the Yosemite National Park
(photo by M. Mańka)
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Phot. 5. Prof. Matteo Garbelotto presenting a huge, spreading Heterobasidion annosum gap in pine
stand (photo by M. Mańka)

Phot. 4. Trees dead due to high concentrations of CO2 in the soil at Mammoth Mountain volcano
(photo by M. Mańka)



Further, Mono Lake and Lake Tahoe traced the route to Oregon. On the way, in
the Lassen Volcanic National Park Armillaria and Heterobasidion gaps were observed
and discussed. At McCloud Flats at the foot of Mount Shasta black stain root dis-
ease foci were visited.

In Oregon the Crater Lake National Park was a highlight – the deepest lake of
the USA is surrounded by forest with root disease centres caused by Phellinus weirii
and Armillaria.

At the Business Meeting closing the Conference the participants decided the
13th Conference of the IUFRO Working Party 7.02.01 will be held in Italy in 2011.

The conference proceedings will be published in the form of an extended ab-
stracts book in 2008 (contact Prof. Matteo Garbelotto: matteo@nature.berke-
ley.edu).

Małgorzata Mańka
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Phot. 6. The first symptom of Heterobasidion annosum attack – “lion’s tail” (photo by M. Mańka)




