PREFACE

This volume includes papers from the lectures and posters presented during
the International Conference “Biological and pro-ecological methods for control of
diseases in orchards and small fruit plantations” held in Skierniewice, Poland, Au-
gust 29-31, 2005. Over 60 participants from 16 countries (Belarus, Belgium, Bul-
garia, Croatia, Estonia, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Romania, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and United States of America) attended
the conference.

The program consisted of an overview of selected current issues concerning
sustainability of fruit production. At present production systems, while very pro-
ductive, contain practices that are not always environment friendly. The new trend
in research on this problem is to develop technologies that can serve as compo-
nents in integrated pest management system to reduce the dependence on conven-
tional synthetic pesticides and improve stability of tree fruit production. This
paradigm opens way to a new one emphasizing process as product, and quality
more than quantity. That is why study on integration of biocontrol agents them-
selves, taking into account the effect of environmental factors on the activity of
biocontrol agents and integration of other control strategies, is of great impor-
tance.

During three scientific sessions, devoted to apple replant disease, apple scab,
fire blight, biological control of fruit postharvest diseases as well as diseases of
stone and small fruits, 49 lectures and posters were presented. The sessions were

Opening the Conference — Presidium (from left: Prof. E. Zurawicz — Vice Director
of Research Institute of Pomology and Floriculture, Prof. P. Sobiczewski — Chairman
of the Organising Committee, Prof. M. Marika — President of The Polish Phytopathological Society,
Prof. L. Michalczuk — Coordinator of “PomoCentre” project) (photo by T.E. Sesan)
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Professor T. Bubdn receiving congratulations from Professor A. Basak on the occasion
of being distinguished with “50 years of Research Institute of Pomology and Floriculture
at Skierniewice” medal (left — photo by T.E. Sesan, right — photo by A. Mikicinski)

followed by a field trip to Experiment Station at Dagbrowice near Skierniewice. In
plenary session the main problems presented earlier were discussed and summa-
rized. The abstracts of all presentations were published in a separate issue.

During the Conference Professor Tamds Bubdn from Research and Extension
Center in Ujfehérto, Hungary, was distinguished with a medal “50 years of Re-
search Institute of Pomology and Floriculture at Skierniewice”, for many years of
fruitful scientific cooperation and personal friendship with many researchers of the
Institute.

The Organising Committee would like to thank all those who contributed to
the success of the Conference: authors of presentations and other participants,
chair persons of each session (Dr. Mark Mazzola, Prof. Tamds Bubdn, Dr. Samir
Droby, Prof. Klaus Geider and Prof. Malgorzata Manka) as well as our colleagues
and co-operators involved in administration and sponsorship.

More than a half authors submitted full papers to this volume. Each manuscript
was subjected to routine procedure required for publication in Phytopathologia
Polonica. The Editorial Committee accepted papers following the opinion of two re-
viewers and amended according to the referee suggestions prior to acceptance.

Piotr Sobiczewski



