OBITUARY

PROFESSOR ZOLTAN KLEMENT (1926-2005)

The discipline of plant bacteriology lost a stal-
wart supporter and productive scientist when Pro-
fessor Zoltdn Klement passed away suddenly of
heart attack on 18 October 2005. He graduated from
Agricultural University, Godollo, Hungary in 1954.
He started to work as scientific researcher at the
Plant Protection Institute of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture in 1949. In the early 1960’ he was working on
plant bacterial diseases detection and description of
their causal agents. Then he turned to basic research
of plant-bacterial interactions and made several sig-
nificant discoveries. Professor Klement was the first
who demonstrated the possibility of rapid detection
of pathogenicity of plant pathogenic bacteria by in-
ducing hypersensitive reaction (HR) on tobacco or
other non-host plants. His discovery was described
in Nature (London) in 1963.

Professor Z. Klement deeply studied the molecular background of specific and
general defence mechanisms in connection with plant resistance. He worked with
tremendous enthusiasm and enjoyed doing research in the laboratory. From 1975
till 1985 he became the head of Department and from 1985 research professor at
the Plant Protection Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Department
of Pathophysiology. He worked as a professor (1987-1995) at the University of
Horticulture, Department of Plant Pathology in Budapest. Professor was active in
several professional societies in Hungary and was a member of the Committee on
Plant Pathogenic Bacteria of the International Society for Plant Pathology
(1968-1972). In 1961 he obtained his degree of Candidate of Agricultural Sci-
ences, in 1979 Doctor of Agricultural Sciences, then in 1985 he became Corre-
sponding Member and in 1993 was nominated Ordinary Member of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences. He received the title of doctor honoris causa at several uni-
versities in Hungary.

Professor Z. Klement forged extensive cooperation with bacteriologists all over
the world, edited the handbook of Methods in phytobacteriology (edited in 1990) with

Phytopathol. Pol. 38: 5-6
© The Polish Phytopathological Society, Poznan 2005
ISSN 1230-0462



6 Obituary. Professor Zoltdn Klement (1926-2005)

K. Rudolph (Germany) and D.C. Sands (USA). He spent 10 months (1964-1965)
at Ford Foundation at University of Missouri, Columbia. During that time he had
the opportunity to visit different universities in the USA. For three months he co-
operated with the Italian-Hungarian scientific team at the University of Bari. Then
he spent one year (1983-1984) at Georg-August University of Gottingen, Ger-
many.

Professor Klement had many friends and admirers in Poland. In 1980’ he coop-
erated with the Research Institute of Pomology and Floriculture in Skierniewice on
etiology of sweet cherry and other stone fruit tree dying. The results of his study on
apoplexy of apricots indicating the presence of synergism between Pseudomonas
syringae and Cytospora cincta as well as Pseudomonas syringae and frost, stimulated re-
search on this topic in Poland and strongly help in working out the program of
stone fruit protection against infectious diseases. The developed by him quick
method of bacteria pathogenicity determination, is commonly used in Polish insti-
tutes and universities working on plant pathogenic bacteria.

He was “Zoli” to all who knew him well and at the same time was a true gentle-
man. He had a great personality; his long-time hobby was painting and in his
pictures he showed his deep attachment to the beauty of nature.

Professor Zoltdn Klement is survived by his wife Iringo, his daughter Zsuzsi
and grand-daughter Panni. He will be long remembered not only for his profes-
sional accomplishments, but also for his friendliness. We will all miss Zoli very
much.

Maria Hevesi (Corvinus University, Budapest, Hungary)
Piotr Sobiczewski (Research Institute of Pomology
and Floriculture, Skierniewice, Poland)



