PREFACE

This volume contains papers from the lectures and posters presented during
the International Workshop “Improvement and unification of plant disease diag-
nostics” held in Skierniewice, Poland, from August 30 to September 1, 2004.
About 100 participants from 16 European countries and Kazakhstan attended the
Workshop. During four scientific sessions devoted to various problems of infec-
tious plant disease diagnostics, 49 lectures and posters were presented. They con-
cerned application of conventional, serological and molecular methods in study of
phenotypic and genetic diversity of plant pathogens in relation to their taxonomy,
detection and pathogenicity. In the majority of presentations results of molecular
research, both of applied and basic aspects, were presented. During discussion, the
connection between obtained results and practice as well as the limitations of their
use by not sufficiently equipped laboratories was considered. The importance of
international cooperation in working out the unified diagnostic procedures with
application of very sensitive methods for detection of pathogens in plant material,
especially latent infection, was also stressed. The cooperation is of utmost impor-
tance for improvement of phytosanitary state of cultivable plants and their trade,
both domestic and international.

The Workshop was a forum for exchange of experiences and information be-
tween scientists using modern technologies as well as those who are interested in
getting acquainted with them for application in their own research. Throughout
the Workshop modern equipment presented by various firms was on display. In
plenary session the chair persons of each session: Prof. Klaus Geider — General Ses-
sion, Prof. Maria M. Lopez — Bacteria Session, Prof. Matgorzata Manka — Fungi Ses-
sion and Prof. Thierry Candresse (on behalf of Prof. Selim Kryczynski) — Virus
Session, summarized the main problems presented in each area. The abstracts of
all presentations were published in separate issue.

The Organizing Committee would like to thank those who contributed to the
success of the Workshop, particularly involved in administration and sponsorship.

Each submitted manuscript published in this volume was subjected to routine
procedure required for publication in Phytopathologia Polonica. The Editorial Com-
mittee accepted papers following the opinion of two reviewers and amended ac-
cording to the referee suggestions prior to acceptance.
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