REPORT

2ND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
“HEALTHY SEED FOR HEALTHY CROP”
16-18 SEPTEMBER 2003, POZNAN, POLAND

Section of Seed Pathology of The Polish Phytopathological Society has been
working actively for the past 20 years, chaired from the beginning by dr Krystyna
Grzelak and recently by dr Elzbieta Zakrzewska. After a series of conferences and
symposiums in Poland and editing the bibliography of Polish papers on seed pa-
thology (http://www.au.poznan.pl/ptfit/sekcje/bibliografia) the first internatio-
nal conference entitled SEED HEALTH AS QUALITY CRITERION was organized
in 2000 in Radzikéw near Warsaw, in cooperation with Plant Breeding and Accli-
matization Institute (IHAR).

The second international conference on HEALTHY SEED FOR HEALTHY
CROP was organized in cooperation with The August Cieszkowski Agricultural
University on 16-18 September 2003 in Poznan. The conference was financially
supported by the State Committee for Scientific Research, Germain’s Technology
Group and the Main Inspectorate of Plant Protection and Seed Inspection Service.

64 participants representing agricultural universities, research institutes, plant
protection and seed inspection services, chemical and seed companies, seed tech-
nology groups, and state forest units from nine countries attended the conference.

Oral (19) and poster (25) presentations highlighted the following main topics:

* Seed-pathogen-environment relationships

¢ Quarantine and certification as a tool to minimise distribution of seed-borne

pathogens

* Methods for detection of seed-borne pathogens

* Toxigenicity of seed-borne fungi

* Seed treatments

* Pathological aspects of seed storage

* Tree seed pathology

Invited papers focused on: Plant Protection and Seed Service in Poland - organi-
zation and tasks (M. Wasowska and ]. Zandarski); Traditional and innovative
methods to detect seed-transmitted pathogens (C. Cappelli and R. Buonario);
Fungi and their mycotoxins in seeds — risk for humans and animals (P. Golinski, I.
Kiecana, K. Tylkowska and J. Grabarkiewicz-Szczgsna); Biocontrol of seed-borne
diseases (I.M.B. Knudsen, B. Jensen, K. Thomsen and D.F. Jensen); “Electronic
noses” and their application in detection and differentiation of microorganisms
(H. Jelen); Seed-borne diseases of forest trees and shrubs — a review (Z.
Prochdzkova).



88 Report

Visit to the Institute of Dendrology of the Polish Academy of Sciences (Kérnik
near Poznan) allowed the participants to get acquainted with research on tree seed
science and technology, carried out there.

The next conference will be held in Bydgoszcz and Torun in 2006.
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