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9TH CONFERENCE OF THE EUROPEAN FOUNDATION FOR PLANT
PATHOLOGY & SOCIEDADE PORTUGUESA DE FITOPATOLOGIA

“INTEGRATED PLANT DISEASE MANAGEMENT”

Evora 15–18.11.2010

The Conference was organized by the Sociedade Portuguesa de Fitopatologia
(Portuguese Phytopathological Society) on behalf of the EFPP, and the Sociedade
Portuguesa de Fitopatologia, as the Society meeting, and held at the University of
Evora in Evora (Portugal).

It was attended by ca 100 scientists from 30 countries from Europe and over-
seas (Algeria, Azerbaijan, Brazil, Czech Republic, Colombia, Croatia, Denmark,
France, Germany, Guadeloupe, India, Iran, Israel, Latvia, Mexico, Morocco, Nige-
ria, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Slovack Republic, South Africa, Spain,
Sweden, The Netherlands, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of
America). The Polish group (Phot. 1) consisted of Prof. Małgorzata Mańka from
the Poznań University of Life Sciences, Dr. Dariusz Pańka from the University of
Technology and Life Sciences in Bydgoszcz, Dr. hab. Anna Bielenin, Dr. Beata
Meszka and Agata Broniarek-Niemiec M.Sc. from the Research Institute of
Pomology and Floriculture in Skierniewice and Dr. Katarzyna Sadowska from In-
stitute of Plant Protection – National Research Institute in Poznań.

President of the EFPP, Prof. Maria Ivonne Esteves da Clara (Phot. 2) opened the
conference which was the 9th EFPP Conference and a meeting of the Portuguese
Phytopathological Society at the same time.

The majority of lectures that followed covered following fields of problems:
Epidemiology, modelling, management and forecasting of plant diseases,
Advances in biological, chemical and cultural control of pathogens,
Global climate changes and plant diseases,
Precision agricultural technologies in Integrated Plant Disease Management,
Molecular techniques for detection of pathogens and their molecular variability,
Plant pathogen interactions,
Knowledge and technology transfer to Integrated Plant Disease Management.

The author’s attention was drawn to some lectures in particular.
Professor Matteo Garbelotto (University of California, Berkeley, USA) pre-

sented a key lecture on Detecting exotic forest pathogens, and predicting their
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impact in Mediterranean ecosystems, pointing to the complex situation in for-
est ecosystems invaded by exotic pathogens, as not a single successful eradication
case of such a pathogen is known. Regulation of individual cases is no good here
and only general pathways may be of use in this respect. Enhancing our diagnostic
power seems crucial, as an exotic pathogen, even well known in its original ecosys-
tem may give rise to a completely novel pathosystem in the new ecosystem. A spec-
tacular example of the situation can be found in Italian forests where a massive
hybridization is going on between the European Heterobasidion annosum and the in-
troduced North American Heterobasidion irregulare which may result in changing the
ecology of the native ecosystem and – at the same time – the evolutionary trajecto-
ries of the native microorganism.

Another lecture illustrating the difficult situation resulting from invasion of a
forest pathogen was presented also by M.M. Mota (with P.R. Vieira) – Pine wilt
disease: a threat to European forestry. Bursaphelenchus xylophilus, the pinewood
nematode (PWN) which is the disease causing agent, was found in Portugal in
1999 for the first time in Europe. It is being spread in Europe since then despite the
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Phot. 1. The Polish group – from left Agata Broniarek-Niemiec M.Sc., Dr. Dariusz Pańka, Prof.
Małgorzata Mańka, Dr. Katarzyna Sadowska, Dr. hab. Anna Bielenin and Dr. Beata Meszka



Report 61

Phot. 2. Prof. Maria Ivonne Esteves da Clara (President of the EFFP, left) and Prof. Małgorzata
Mańka at the entrance to the conference hall (photo by D. Pańka)



efforts of the national forest service and quarantine authorities. Starting from the
west coast, the pathogen was found in 2008 in the centre of the country and in
2010 also in Spain. The disease model is complex: PWN vector (Monochamus
galloprovincialis, Coleoptera) is involved and recently also involvement of bacteria
associated with the pathogen in causing pine wilt is claimed.

Margarida M. Santana from the University of Evora (with co-authors from Por-
tugal and Spain: Maria C. Portillo, Juan M. Gonzalez and Ivonne E. Clara) in a lec-
ture on Searching for soil fertilizing microorganisms presented a novel
approach to the potential of thermophylic soil bacteria in fertilizing soil. A group of
soil bacteria from Alentejo (Portugal), with optimal growth between 50° and 60°C
proved able to produce ammonium and/or to mobilize organic sulphur as sul-
phate. This particular ability may be of use in areas where crops are cultivated un-
der abiotic stress (high temperature, low water content).

The conference tour included a visit to the Eugénio de Almeida Foundation – a
great enterprise based on organic agriculture, producing mostly oil and wine on
several thousand hectares donated to the region of Evora by Eugénio de Almeida, a
landowner keen on the development of his region.

The EFPP Conference in 2010 will be followed by the 10th Conference in 2012
in Wageningen (The Netherlands) and by the 11th Conference in 2014 in Cracow
(Poland).

At the biannual meeting of the EFPP Board the new Executive Committee for
2010–2012 was elected:

President – will be nominated by the Royal Netherlands Society for Plant Pa-
thology,

Vice-president: Prof. Maria Ivonne Esteves da Clara, University of Evora, Portu-
gal (President of the Portuguese Phytopathological Society),

General Secretary – Dr. Piet M. Boonekamp (Royal Netherlands Society for
Plant Pathology),

Treasurer – Dr. Arne Hermansen (Norwegian Society for Plant Pathology).

Małgorzata Mańka
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