REPORT

CONFERENCE “NEW PATHOGENS AND DISEASES OF PLANTS”
SKIERNIEWICE 13-14 APRIL, 2010

At the first conference on “New pathogens of plants” which took place in 2008
in Skierniewice (Manka 2008), the participants (ca 40 scientists) after vivid discus-
sion decided to apply to the board of The Polish Phytopathological Society for es-
tablishing a new section devoted to the problems discussed at the Conference.

The board of The Polish Phytopathological Society at its meeting in Wroctaw on
the 16th of September 2008 decided to establish the ninth section of the Society —
Section of New Pathogens and Diseases of Plants, and to appoint Professor Leszek
B. Orlikowski chairman of the Section. The decision of the board was announced to
the division delegates at the General Assembly on the 17th of September 2008
(Manka 2009).

The 2010 Conference took place in the Research Institute of Pomology and
Floriculture in Skierniewice. It was organized by Professor Leszek B. Orlikowski,
chairman of the Section of New Pathogens and Diseases of Plants of The Polish
Phytopathological Society.

Opening the Conference, Professor Orlikowski mentioned the plane catastro-
phe in Smolensk on 10th April, in which the President of Poland with his consort
and 94 other high rank politicians and members of the Katyn delegation lost their
lives, and asked the Conference participants to observe a minute’s silence in mem-
ory of the President, his consort and other members of the delegation.

At the opening Professor Malgorzata Manka, president of The Polish Phyto-
pathological Society, presented the scope of the Section and the Conference, ana-
lyzing the definition of plant disease, which is a disturbed, by external factors,
physiological process prolonged sufficiently so as to result in irreversible
structural changes (symptoms) of the plant and leading to plant death or to
its abnormal development. Thus, a new disease may be understood as:

1) a new type of disorder caused in the plant by a known pathogen,

2) a disease caused by a known pathogen on a new host plant,

3) new disease symptoms caused by a know pathogen on its host plant.

New pathogen, in turn, may be understood as:

1) new pathogen species, not known/found/noted earlier in the country,

2) new pathogen species not known earlier on the host plant.
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The Conference was attended by 70 participants (Phot. 1), who presented 20
papers and 45 posters. Most of the Conference materials will be published in Pol-
ish in Zeszyty Problemowe Postgpéw Nauk Rolniczych (a periodical of the Polish Acad-
emy of Sciences) in 2011 and some of the papers — in English in Phytopathologia 56
and 57 (2010).

Matgorzata Manka
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