REPORT

4™ INTERNATIONAL SEED HEALTH CONFERENCE
“SEED - SOURCE OF INFECTION” 7-9.09.2009, WROCELAW, POLAND

The 4™ International Seed Health Conference was held in Wroctaw on Septem-
ber 7-9, 2009. The organizers of the Conference were The Polish Phytopatho-
logical Society — Section of Seed Pathology, and the Wroctaw University of
Environmental and Life Sciences. The organizing committee included: Elzbieta
Plaskowska (Chairperson), Wojciech Pusz (Secretary), Malgorzata Manka, Krysty-
na Tylkowska, Dorota Szopinska, Krzysztof Matkowski, Ewa Moszczynska, Wlo-
dzimierz Kita, Michal Hurej, Stanistaw Pietr, Hanna Dorna, Malgorzata
Narkiewicz-Jodko, and Maciej Lobczowski. The meeting was financially supported
by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education and seed and plant protection
companies, i.e. Agronas Koto, Centnas Krotoszyn, Plant Breeding Smolice, Rolnas
Bydgoszcz, Spéjnia Breeding and Seed Production Nochowo, BASF Crop Protec-
tion, Bayer CropScience and Syngenta Crop Protection. The Conference was at-
tended by 45 participants from 11 countries who delivered 10 papers and 20
posters. The participants were representing agricultural universities, research in-
stitutes, plant protection and seed inspection service, and chemical and seed com-
panies.

After two days filled with presentations and posters, on the third day the partic-
ipants visited Wroctaw city centre, starting with the famous panorama of the battle
of Ractawice and followed by sightseeing of Ostréw Tumski (Cathedral Island) and
Old Market Square.

The main topics of the Conference, titled “Seed — source of infection”, were: im-
portance of healthy seed for healthy plants, detection of seed-borne pathogens,
seed treatments, seed quality in organic production, pathological aspects of seed
storage and seed health problems in forestry.

The Conference begun with the presentation of Theresa T.S. Aveling from the
University of Pretoria (Republic of South Africa) who presented the International
Seed Testing Association (ISTA) method validation programme, designed for de-
veloping, adopting and publishing standard procedures for seed sampling and test-
ing. She encouraged the audience to take part in the programme, and described in
detail the procedure and steps following submission of the test plan to the ISTA.
The next keynote lectures were delivered by Guro Brodal from Bioforsk — Norwe-
gian Institute for Agricultural and Environmental Research, Zdenka Prochdzkovd
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from Forestry and Game Management Research Institute (Czech Republic), Marga
Jahn from Julius Kuehn Institute — Federal Research Centre for Cultivated Plants
(Germany) and Harrie Koenraadt from Naktiunbouw — Netherlands Inspection
Service for Horticulture.

Guro Brodal focused on the increasing Fusarium head blight (FHB) occurrence
in many countries in recent years, including experiences in Norway, examined con-
ditions influencing infection, possible reasons for an increase in occurrence of
FHB, and discussed the role of seed infection in spread and development of the dis-
ease. Zdenka Prochdzkovd gave an overview of main aspects of the possible spread
of Gibberella circinata, a seed-borne pathogen of pines and Douglas fir in Europe.
She stressed on a potential threat that with global warming, conditions could be
created for spread of the pathogen from the Mediterranean area to other European
countries where susceptible conifer species are grown. Marga Jahn characterized
the currently available technologies for physical seed treatment, with special em-
phasis on their advantages and disadvantages. Harrie Koenraadt presented new
methods of detection and fingerprinting of Clavibacter michiganensis subsp. michiga-
nensis. Moreover, he informed the auditorium about cooperation between France
and The Netherlands based on enhancing sanitation during seed and transplant
production in order to prevent introduction and spreading the bacterium by con-
taminated propagation material.
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The following presentations and posters mostly concerned health of seeds of
different plant species. Two presentations dealt with mycotoxin production and
detection. There were few papers devoted to various chemical and non-chemical
seed treatment methods and several papers concerning the influence of different
production systems on seed health.

The abstracts of all presentations (in English) were published in the book of ab-
stracts. Individual papers are published in this Phytopathologia volume (former
Phytopathologia Polonica; available on-line: www.up.poznan.pl/ptfit/phytopatholo-
gia_en.html).

The next, 5™ International Seed Health Conference will take place in 2012 in
Poznan.

Dorota Szopinska



