REPORT

9TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF PLANT PATHOLOGY
“HEALTHY AND SAFE FOOD FOR EVERYBODY”
TURIN 24-29.08.2008

The Congress was organized by the Italian Society for Plant Pathology on behalf
of the International Society for Plant Pathology and held in the Lingotto Confer-
ence Centre in Turin, Italy.

It was attended by almost 2000 participants from 87 countries (there was a pos-
sibility of attending only chosen days and sessions). The Polish group (Phot. 1)
consisted of 15 participants.

Almost 270 invited lectures and over 1600 offered poster papers (some of them
also shortly presented orally at the sessions) were enriched by 20 evening sessions
and a public discussion forum on “Plant Pathology and Global Food Security”.
Food security was the leading idea of the Congress and resulted in establishing a
new scientific journal of the ISPP, under the very title. The Food Security is now be-
ing issued from March 2009.

The Congress sessions covered all disciplines within the field of plant pathol-
ogy with the following key topics from Monday to Friday:

» The role of plant pathology in food safety and food security

Host-pathogen interactions and molecular plant pathology

Diseases of Mediterranean crops and forests

Recent developments in disease management

Knowledge and technology transfer for plant pathology

Among the additional events there was a plenary session to celebrate the cen-
tennial of the American Phytopathological Society, established in 1908. The APS
started with difficulties as fellow botanists did not wish to let plant pathologists
detach as a distinct field of science and a new profession.

A daily Conference newsletter was available every morning, providing partici-
pants with the keynote themes for the day, photographs of delegates, interviews
and general notices.

At the closing session on Friday August 29 the plenary passed the presidency to
the new president of ISPP, Professor Maria Lodovica Gullino (University of Turin)
and the Executive Committee for 2008-2013 was presented:

President — Prof. Maria Lodovica Gullino, Italy,

Immediate Past President — Prof. Richard E. Falloon, New Zealand,
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Vice-president — Dr. Wafa Khoury, Italy,

Vice-president — Prof. You-Liang Peng, China,

Secretary General — Dr. Greg . Johnson, Australia,

Treasurer — Dr. Thomas Evans, USA,

Editor, ISPP Newsletter — Emeritus Professor Brian J. Deverall, Australia,

Chair, Food Security Taskforce — Dr. Peter R. Scott, UK,

Editor, Food Security — Dr. Richard Strange, UK,

Business Manager — Dr. Peter Williamson, Australia.

It was announced that the 10th ISPP Congress will be hosted by the Chinese
Society for Plant Pathology and held in 2013 in Bejing, China.

During the session, the Jakob Eriksson Prize was assigned by the Royal Swed-
ish Academy of Sciences to Larry Madden, Ohio State University. Professor Mad-
den offered a lecture on Fusarium head blight forecasting.

From among the four technical excursions of Saturday August 30, the forest pa-
thology group went to the Aosta Valley to admire the view of Mount Blanc and to
visit the experimental plots in the Alpine forests, mostly connected with Hetero-
basidion annosum root rot of coniferous trees (Phot. 2).

The abstracts of the invited and offered papers were published on a special issue
of the Journal of Plant Pathology of 507 pages (Impact Factor: 0.98) and on CD-ROM,
available from the author of this report.

Information of the ISPP and its activities is available at http://www.ispp-
web.org

Matgorzata Manka






