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SCIENTIFIC INTERESTS  

➢ The nature of plant defence mechanisms, pathogenicity mechanisms, signal sensing 

and signal transduction in plants.  

➢ Exploitation in disease control especially for developing countries.  

➢ Nature of fungal interactions with necrotrophs, biotrophs and endophytes. Developing 

novel approaches for controlling diseases.  

➢ Current research projects concern fungal endophytes in wheat and tomato. These 

projects concern identifying and isolating endophytic fungi and understanding the 

nature and role of factors such as host genotype, pathogen pressure, hormones and 

specialised metabolites on endophytic fungal community composition.  

➢ Promising biological control agents for the wheat diseases Septoria blotch and 

Fusarium head blight are being characterised.  

➢ Mechanisms underlying 3-way interactions studied using RNAseq.  
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